
COMMUNITY AND HOME OPTIONS TO INSTITUTIONAL CARE  

FOR THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED (CHOICE) 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

September 17, 2009 – 1:00pm-2:00pm 

Indiana Government Center South, Conference Room A  

402 W. Washington St., Indianapolis, IN 

 

CHOICE Board Members in Attendance: Prudence Twigg, Blake Jackson, Jean 

Macdonald, John Holmes, Dr. F. Timothy Janis, Representative Ed Clere, Dorian Maples, 

Kay Crawford 

 

CHOICE Board Members Absent: Nick Petrone, Noble Stallons, Pete Emigh, Senator 

Vaneta Becker, Senator Jean Breaux 

 

Visitors in Attendance: Lorealee Moore, Justine Currie, Roxsandra Clemons-

McFarthing, Orion Bell, Paul Chase, Kathy Koehler, Rick Maples, John Cardwell, Mary 

Ann Maroon, Ruth Ratzlaff, Angie Amos, Faith Laird, Jade Luchauer, Celeste Stinson 

 

Call to Order: Chairperson Prudence Twigg called the meeting to order and welcomed 

new CHOICE Board member Representative Ed Clere.  Representative Clere introduced 

himself and the other CHOICE Board members introduced themselves as well.  There 

was a motion to approve the minutes from the June meeting.  The motion was seconded 

and received unanimous approval from the Board.   

 

Division of Aging Update: Celeste Stinson introduced the new Division of Aging 

Director Faith Laird, who was formerly the Division’s Deputy Director.  Director Laird 

provided the CHOICE Board with an update on both aging services and home and 

community based services.   

 

Board member Blake Jackson asked about Waiver services for the upcoming year.  

Director Laird responded that there is no waiting list for the Aged and Disabled Waiver.  

 

Jean Macdonald asked for an overview of the Money Follows the Person (MFP) Grant 

Demonstration.  Director Laird explained that MFP is designed to transfer people who 

have been institutionalized in a long term care facility for at least 6 months into a home 

and community based setting.  Advantage Health Solutions, the contractors for MFP, are 

in the process of transitioning people back into the community.  Thus far, there have been 

about 20 people transitioned and the goal is to transition over 1,000 people total.   

 

Chairperson Twigg asked how the public could refer people to be part of the MFP 

program.  Director Laird said that they could contact the Division of Aging.  

 

Board member Jackson asked about the effects on clients after all the stimulus money has 

been utilized.  Director Laird said that they should be able to absorb the clients and not 

have to cut services for people.   



 

Old Business: There was no old business. 

 

New Business: Celeste Stinson provided an update on the CHOICE waitlist.  As of July 

2008, there were 4,500 people on the waitlist and one year later, in June 2009, there were 

2,513 people on the CHOICE waitlist.  Board members were provided a draft copy of the 

2009 CHOICE Annual Report and were asked to submit comments to Celeste Stinson by 

November 1
st
.  The finalized Annual Report will be submitted to the legislature after 

November 15
th

 and before December 31
st
 per Indiana Code.   

   

Members of the CHOICE Board asked if the CHOICE appropriation was fully utilized 

for the previous fiscal year and were told that the Division is still receiving CHOICE 

claims.  There was a question as to what would happen with any additional CHOICE 

funds and Celeste stated she would follow up on that for the next meeting.  Jade 

Luchauer stated that in the past, the money has been reallocated to the Area Agencies.  

Last year each Area Agency was given the opportunity to use carryover funds to 

implement special projects.   

 

Board members congratulated their fellow member Dorian Maples on receiving the Nora 

J. McFarland Award for service in her field. 

  

Public Comments:  Mary Ann Maroon, a representative from Indiana Association for 

Home and Hospice Care, offered to take Board members into the field to visit CHOICE 

clients so they can see the program at work.   

 

John Cardwell, of the Indiana Home Care Task Force, spoke about the future of health 

care in the United States and said he wants to make sure the CHOICE program is fully 

utilized.     

 

Director Laird stated that the Area Agencies on Aging are encouraged to spend their full 

CHOICE appropriation during the fiscal year.  Additionally, the Division of Aging is 

working to expand services for Traumatic Brain Injury clients within Indiana.   

 

Representative Clere asked if the Division tracks the average time a client is on the 

CHOICE waitlist.  Director Laird said she would research his question.     

 

The CHOICE Board requested additional information on the Money Follows the Person 

Demonstration Grant for the next meeting.   

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 


